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Statewide Endorsing Caucus Overview 
 
The 2026 California Democratic Party Endorsing Convention will take place from Friday, 
February 20, 2026, to Sunday, February 22, 2026, in San Francisco, CA, at the Moscone 
Convention Center (747 Howard St, San Francisco, CA 94103). During this event, the 
California Democratic Party will vote on federal and state endorsements, as well as the 2026 
California Democratic Party Platform. 
 
Per the 2026 California Democratic Party (CADEM) State Convention Rules adopted by CADEM at 
the Executive Board Meeting on October 26, 2025: 
 

Candidates seeking statewide endorsement must submit a complete application 
by January 20, 2026, at Noon. The Chair, in consultation with the Statewide 
Officers of this Committee, will determine which Democratic candidates for 
Statewide Offices are viable and eligible to seek the endorsement. 

 
 
At the Convention, the following offices will be considered for the California Democratic Party 
Endorsement: 
 

Governor 
Lieutenant Governor 
Secretary of State 
Controller 
Treasurer 

Attorney General 
Insurance Commissioner 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Board Of Equalization (BOE): 
Districts 1/2/3/4 

 

Candidate Registration 
 
Candidate Registration for Statewide offices will open on Monday, November 17, 2025. The 
Statewide Endorsement Registration Form will be available at 
https://cadem.org/endorsements/. The deadline to file for Statewide Endorsement shall be 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at 12:00 PM PT. 
 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION 
To be eligible for consideration of the CADEM endorsement, a candidate must: 
 

1.​ Be a Registered Democrat. 
2.​ Have filled out the Candidate Registration Form. 
3.​ Have paid the filing fee. 
4.​ Not be seeking an endorsement for any other office which would be elected on the 

same date. 
5.​ Be deemed viable per the rules set forth by the Officers and listed in this memo. 

 
STATEWIDE CANDIDATE REGISTRATION FORM 
Each candidate must fill out the Statewide Candidate Registration Form to begin the 
endorsement process. The form is how CADEM collects the necessary information to 
communicate with a candidate’s campaign and to confirm their eligibility for endorsement. 
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The form will open on Monday, November 17, 2025 at 12:00 PM PT, and close Tuesday, 
January 20, 2026 at Noon. 
 
There are 5 components that you will need to include on the form: 

1.​ Campaign contact information 
2.​ Documentation for viability requirements 
3.​ Confirmation that the candidate has read the CADEM Code of Conduct and the most 

recent Party Platform (Links to both are included in the form) 
4.​ High resolution candidate photo 
5.​ CADEM 2026 Statewide candidate filing fee (Statewide - $3,500 | BOE - $1,000) – 

Check or credit card authorization 
 
It is advised to prepare the components above before filling out the application. 
 

Viability Requirements 
 
A statewide candidate must meet the requirements of one of the four methods below:  
 

●​ DSCC Delegate Petition – Submit a petition signed by 1,000 Democratic State Central 
Committee (DSCC) Members (state delegates) to the CADEM Office by the CADEM 
candidate endorsement consideration registration deadline. 

●​ Public Office Elected – Have been elected to a public office (federal, state, or 
local/municipal public office, excluding Party County Central Committees) representing a 
population of at least 450,000. 

●​ Polling – Meet a polling threshold of 2% or more support, in their race, according to an 
independent, nonpartisan public poll within the last six (6) months from the date of the 
CADEM candidate endorsement consideration registration deadline. 

●​ Fundraising – Has raised a total amount of at least $1,500,000 for the public office 
sought, has $1,500,000 cash on hand in any candidate committee eligible to transfer, or a 
combination of both, reaching a total of $1,500,000, by the date of the CADEM candidate 
endorsement consideration registration deadline. 

 
A Board of Equalization candidate must meet the requirements of one of the four methods below:  
 

●​ DSCC Delegate Petition – Submit a petition signed by 400 Democratic State Central 
Committee (DSCC) Members, who reside in the BOE District, to the CADEM Office by the 
CADEM candidate endorsement consideration registration deadline. 

●​ Public Office Elected – Have been elected to a public office (federal, state, or 
local/municipal public office, excluding Party County Central Committees) representing a 
population of at least 120,000. 

●​ Polling – Meet a polling threshold of 5% or more support, in their district, according to an 
independent, nonpartisan public poll within the last six (6) months from the date of the 
CADEM candidate endorsement consideration registration deadline. 

●​ Fundraising – Has raised a total amount of at least $250,000 for the public office sought, 
has $250,000 cash on hand in any candidate committee eligible to transfer, or a 
combination of both, reaching a total of $250,000, by the date of the CADEM candidate 
endorsement consideration registration deadline. 
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If a candidate chooses to collect signatures, each signature must be an original. All petitions must 
be submitted together in a single file to CADEM Staff by the filing deadline: Tuesday, January 20, 
2026, at 12:00 PM PT. 
 
The CADEM Chair and Statewide Officers will review and assess all statewide candidate 
applications and determine candidate viability and eligibility to seek CADEM endorsement 
consideration. The final list of statewide candidates eligible to seek CADEM endorsement 
consideration will be made public and posted on the CADEM website at 
www.cadem.org/endorsements. 
 

Delegate List 
 
Each campaign will be provided with a delegate list for the district they have filed to run in. 
Statewide candidates will receive a statewide delegate list, and BOE candidates will get a 
district-specific list.  
 
This list will be provided after successfully registering and paying the filing fee. The delegate 
lists of eligible voters in the statewide endorsing caucus will be shared with each campaign via 
a Google Spreadsheet. The voter list on the Google Sheet is provisional until CADEM Staff 
confirms it as final. The Google Sheet will automatically update whenever changes are made 
to the voting list. 
 
Changes to the DSCC list must be submitted by the appointing authority (Electeds or County 
Central Committees) by Friday, December 12, 2025.  
 
WHO CAN VOTE AT CONVENTION 
Only DSCC members or their qualified proxies who are credentialed (registered, dues paid or 
waived, and credentialed) by the close of registration on Saturday, February  21, 2026, are 
eligible to vote. No person may exercise more than one vote. 
 
Once early registration for the convention opens, the delegate list will include information on 
whether a delegate has paid their Convention registration and annual delegate dues. This 
information will be updated intermittently. Convention registration and delegate dues are 
required for a delegate to be fully credentialed and eligible to participate in voting at the 
Convention. 
 
PROXY FORMS 
The Pre-Approved Proxy forms must be submitted in advance, no later than the deadline set 
by the Credentials Committee and by 5:00 PM PT on the specified date. The Proxy form can 
be scanned and submitted through the online proxy submission portal available at 
https://cdpconvention.org/. Alternatively, proxies can be submitted via mail to Emma Harper at 
1830 9th Street, Sacramento, CA 95811, by the pre-approval proxy submission date of 
February 6, 2026, or hand-delivered to the Proxy/Credential Table on-site. 
 
Forms MUST be signed by the delegate to be valid. 
 
It is recommended that the proxy bring a copy of the completed form onsite, even if you submit 
a copy in advance. 
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PROXY ELIGIBILITY  
In the event a delegate selects a proxy, certain eligibility criteria must be met. These eligibility 
criteria for proxies are based on the delegate type, as outlined below: 
 
ADEM 
A member elected through the ADEM Elections (DSCC ID # starts with D7) may only assign 
their proxy to a registered Democrat who lives in the same Assembly District and who is not 
already a DSCC member. 
 
COUNTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
A member elected by a County Central Committee (DSCC ID# starting with D4) may only 
assign their proxy to a member of the same County Central Committee (who is listed on the 
County Central Committee roster submitted to the Credentials Committee) and who is not 
already a DSCC member. 
 
ALL OTHERS 
All other DSCC members may only assign their proxy to a registered California Democrat who 
is not already a DSCC member. 
 
In all cases, a DSCC member cannot serve as a proxy holder, and no individual DSCC 
member or their proxy may cast more than one vote. Whenever possible, members are 
encouraged to assign their proxy to someone of the same gender identity. To be credentialed 
and eligible to vote, the DSCC member’s dues and registration must be paid, and the proxy 
must be credentialed by the close of registration on Saturday of the Convention. 
 

Endorsing Caucus 
 
The CADEM bylaws refers to the Endorsement vote as an Endorsing Caucus. Each Statewide 
Office and Board of Equalization race will hold an endorsing caucus at Convention. The 
Endorsing Caucus vote will be held in the late afternoon on Saturday of the Convention, using 
an electronic voting platform. 
 
The endorsement vote for Board of Equalization (BOE) positions will be moved from a 
statewide ballot to a district-specific ballot. Delegates will only vote in the BOE caucus for the 
district that they reside in. This race will appear on the same ballot as the Statewide Endorsing 
Caucus ballot. 
 
SPEECH AT CONVENTION 
Each candidate for Statewide Office and Board of Equalization will be given an opportunity to 
speak during the Saturday General Session, prior to voting. The order of speakers will be 
chosen randomly. The amount of time allotted to each candidate shall be equal to the other 
candidates in that endorsing caucus. 
 
VOTING 
Voting will be conducted via an electronic ballot. All endorsing caucus votes will be conducted 
on a single electronic ballot. Delegates will have the opportunity to vote for an eligible 
candidate, “No Endorsement,” or “Abstain” (decline to vote). 
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Delegates will access the voting portal via a publicized URL. Delegates will be emailed the 
URL, DSCC ID Number, and their password at the beginning of voting. Delegates will first 
enter their DSCC ID Number, which they can find on their credential and via an email from the 
Party at the beginning of the voting period. Delegates will then enter a unique password, which 
will also be emailed to them. If a delegate did not receive an email from the party, they may 
retrieve their password in the voting room at the Convention by showing their credential. 
 
After entering the correct DSCC ID number and password, delegates will be redirected to their 
ballot, which will include all of the Endorsing Caucus contests that they are eligible to vote in. 
In each race, delegates will be able to select one of the eligible candidates, “No Endorsement,” 
or “Abstain” (decline to vote). After a ballot has been submitted, it cannot be changed or 
rescinded. 
 
Voting “No Endorsement” contributes to the total number of votes cast, without supporting a 
candidate. 
 
If a voter wishes to abstain in the election, then they will need to select the “Abstain” button. A 
vote to abstain does not contribute to the total number of votes cast. 
 
Votes are public per the CADEM/DNC bylaws. 
 
VOTING THRESHOLDS AND DECISIONS 
If a candidate receives 60% or more of the votes cast in an Endorsing Caucus, the candidate 
will automatically be the endorsed candidate of the California Democratic Party. 
 
If no candidate receives 60% of the votes cast in an Endorsing Caucus, the caucus shall have 
taken the position of “no consensus” for endorsement. 
 
The results of the Statewide Vote are final. There is no way to challenge the results during the 
General Session. 
 

Convention FAQ 
 
WILL THERE BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A WALKTHROUGH BEFOREHAND? 
We will conduct a walkthrough of the general session hall, stage, and backstage on the Friday 
of the Convention. Security walkthroughs must be arranged directly with the Security team, 
and their contact information will be provided closer to the event. Additionally, we will inspect 
the voting area and the election room set up on Friday. 
 
WHAT CREDENTIALS DO I GET? 
Due to the limited floor space and availability, Campaign Staff Credentials are limited. Each 
candidate will receive a Candidate Credential with their name on it. Campaign Staff 
Credentials for eligible democratic candidates will be distributed as follows:  

●​ Gubernatorial Campaigns: 6 Campaign Staff Credentials  
●​ Statewide Campaigns: 4 Campaign Staff Credentials  
●​ Board of Equalization Campaigns: 2 Campaign Staff Credentials  
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Credentials will be valid for the Convention weekend and will allow campaign staff into all 
areas except backstage, VIP areas, and Convention Staff Rooms. Candidates or their 
designated representatives may pick up their Campaign Staff Credentials at the 
Campaign/Candidate table in the Registration Hall during registration hours.  
 
Information about backstage credential allotments and procedures will be provided closer to 
the convention. 
  
WILL I BE ABLE TO DISTRIBUTE MATERIALS? 
Yes, candidates can distribute campaign materials in public walkways throughout the Moscone 
Center. If campaign materials are to be distributed in one of the Convention’s official hotels, 
they must receive pre-approval from the hotel staff. For more information about the 
Convention, please visit https://cdpconvention.org/.  
  

●​ If you want to display your signs, posters, or other printed materials inside the Moscone 
Convention Pre-Function, General Session Hall, or meeting areas, you must register 
your details using this form: 
https://fs3.formsite.com/CADEM2011/rallysignregistration/index once the form opens. 

●​ The California Democratic Party reserves the right to remove, confiscate, and refuse to 
allow any campaign materials (signs, placards, etc.) in any area under the CADEM’s 
contract for the Convention. 

●​ No campaign material (signs, placards, flyers, etc.) should be attached to walls, 
windows, curtains, or the floor.  

●​ Any damage caused by improperly placed signs will result in a minimum charge of $75 
per sign, plus the cost of repairs, which must be paid by the candidate or organization(s) 
listed on the sign(s). 

●​ Any damage caused by the candidate’s or organization(s)’s stickers (or other materials) 
that are improperly placed will result in a minimum charge of $75 (per violation), in 
addition to repair costs, to be paid by the candidate or organization(s) listed on the 
materials; anything other than on a person is considered incorrect placement. 

●​ Any materials left will be disposed of after the Convention. Any materials left in 
packaging or bulk may result in a $75 minimum disposal charge per package. 
 

CADEM Bylaws and Resources 
 
The CADEM Bylaws supersede any information provided by staff regarding the endorsement 
process. A current copy can be found on our website at www.cadem.org/bylaws. 
 
For more information on the CADEM endorsement process, visit 
www.cadem.org/endorsements. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Ben Seinfeld / political@cadem.org / (818) 441-4430 
CADEM Operations Department / endorsements@cadem.org / (916) 442-5707 
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